


 

 

 The Beginning of The School KFI - 1973  
 

The two pieces attached below are extracted from articles by Padma Santhanam and  
Ahalya Chari on the beginning of school referring to both Poes Garden and Adyar published 
by KFI - Vasanta Vihar in 1998 on the occasion of the school’s 25th year.  

 
 

How it came to be ‘The School’ 
 

After the Krishnamurti Foundations were established in England, America and India, there 
was talk of opening schools in these places. Brockwood Park in England was started in 
1969 as an international residential school. When Krishnaji later came to Madras, the 
members of the Krishnamurti Centre, an associate committee of the KFI, met him and 
expressed their wish to start a school. Krishnaji was happy to hear this. 
  
We assured him that we would initiate the school and take the responsibility of running it. 
Krishnaji discussed with us as to what sort of school we should have, the extent of land for 
the campus, finding teachers who would be interested in the teachings and communicating 
it by the way they lived and related to students and others. 
  
Then we asked him what name the school should have. Krishnamurti said, 'Why not simply 
call it The School since that is what you are going to do. You are not going to mould the 
child. The child should feel at ease. Feeling secure and free, the child would want to do 
what he loves to do and pay attention to all the things around.' Finally, he said, 'Each school 
must flower on its own, as one flower is unlike another flower. It is really the feeling of doing 
things together and out of this comes independence - not independence first and then 
working together.' In the end he said, 'I hope the school will be a great success and flourish.' 
  
Krishnaji used to visit the school during his stay in Madras. Once he chanted 
Sanskrit slokas with the children and on another occasion, gave a talk to the children, which 
ended with a story. The children were delighted when Krishnaji sat through a play they put 
up under the banyan tree. His last visit to the school was on the 10th of January 1986, a 
few weeks before his passing away in Ojai, California 

 
(Extracts of an article by Smt Padma Santhanam, an associate of J Krishnamurti, initiated 
the formation of The School KFI and was closely involved in all ways with the work of the 
school ever since its inception till her passing away in 2006.) 

 
 

“Like the sands of the sea” 
 
I think it was in the early '80s. There was a discussion at The School between the executives 
of the Krishnamurti Foundation India with those of the Theosophical Society about locating 
The School in Damodar Gardens. Krishnaji was present but preferred to walk in the 
gardens. I happened to be there so joined him. He had been talking to me about the school. 
 
There was no compound wall at that time and so we meandered all over the place up to 
where our playgrounds are at present. 'Where will you have the classrooms?' he asked. 
'We need to draw up a masterplan for the place, sir,' I said. 'Good idea,' he said and added 
with some excitement, 'Will you send me the plan to Brockwood?' That was Krishnaji - who 
gave of himself abundantly to anything he started. 
 

We then walked towards the gate. He stopped at the ancient trees on the way, touched their 
trunks with great feeling, looked at the roots, at the branches and said very quietly, 'Do take 
care of these. Get someone who knows about trees to advice. These are old trees.' 
 



 

 

We stopped at the pond. There was just a little water but overgrowth all around. He recalled 
there were lillies at one time. 'You must attend to this pond,' he said. 'It can be a beautiful 
place. Grow lots of trees. See what you can do about the bunding...' After a while he added, 
'You know, you could have a Quiet Room here for the teachers to retreat to and just be 
quiet after their business of teaching and all that.' I too thought it was a marvellous idea. 
 

We walked back to where the banyan is. He looked at it fondly, held the roots and again 
said, 'Take good care. He paused on the lawn a long while, stood in the silence and then 
said: Let the school grow like the sands of the sea. I looked up, a question in my eye. 'You 
know', he added, stretching his arms, head thrown back, smiling: Eternal. 
 

I felt it was a blessing. 
 
(Extracts from an article by Ahalya Chari, an associate of J Krishnamurti and eminent 
educationist was Principal of The School KFI and followed its work closely till her passing 
away in 2013.) 
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The school moves
to Thalambur
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JULY 6th - 2023 
the school KFI began in 1973  

an assembly, early students and staff speaking, wishes from alumni and a birthday cake 






Rhythms of Life 
A celebration in dance 

An invitation



 



 

 

KFI - Teachers’ Conference 

29, 30 and 31 October 2023 

at the school-KFI, Chennai 

 

The Humane Educator 
Education, Environment & Empathy  

 

DAY 1 The School  
Arrival and breakfast - 08.00 - 09.00 

09.00 - 09.15 Assembly - music 
09.15 - 09.30  Welcome 

09.30 - 10.45 
 

Session 1 - Speaker: G Gautama - The Role of a Teacher has got That Much More 
Difficult - Followed by question and answer. 
G Gautama is an educationist and writer. He has been the Principal of The School KFI and the Director of the 
Centre. He is presently the Director and Secretary of Pathashaala Centre for Learning and Trustee of KFI  

10.45 - 11.15  break for tea/juice 
11.15 - 12.45 Session 2 - Talking Together - in groups taking two strands from Session 1 further  
12.45 - 14.30 meeting over lunch and some rest 
14.30 - 14.45 a quick cup of tea or juice 
14.45 - 16.00 Session 3 - In Quiet - a selection of activities/tasks  
16.00 - 16.30 meeting over tea and snacks 
16.30 - 18.30 Walks – lake, beach 
19.00 onwards Dinner and Departure at 8.00pm 

 

DAY 2 The School  
Arrival and breakfast - 08.00 - 09.00 

09.00 - 09.30  Assembly - music 

09.30 - 10.45 

Invited Speaker - Vinuta Gopal - Climate Action - Unpacking Personal and Political 
spaces free of Fear, Anxiety and Guilt - Followed by question and answer.  
Vinuta Gopal is Co-founder and CEO of ASAR, an independent organisation that seeks to address the big 

environmental and social challenges facing India. 
10.45 - 11.15  break for tea/juice 

11.30 - 12.45 

Invited Speaker: Shailesh Shirali - On Having a Healthy Mind  
Followed by question and answer.  
Shailesh Shirali is presently the Director and Secretary of Sahyadri School. He has been a teacher of Mathematics 
and the Principal of Rishi Valley School and is a Trustee of KFI.  

12.45 - 14.30 meeting over lunch and some rest 
14.30 - 14.45 a quick cup of tea or juice 
14.45 - 16.00 Talking Together - in groups taking strands from Sessions 1 and 2 
16.00 - 16.30 meeting over tea and snacks 
17.00 - 19.00 Games and Get Together 
19.00 onwards Dinner and Departure at 8.00pm 

 

DAY 3 Vasanta Vihar  
 

07.30 -09.00   

A Reflective / Meditative Concert by Bindhumalini  
Bindhumalini Narayanaswamy is an award-winning singer and composer. Bindhu, trained in both South and North 
Indian classical forms, constantly strives to explore avenues outside of her strict classical roots to other forms and 

traditions in search of the pure soul stirring power that music has. 

09.00 - 09.45 Breakfast 

09.45 - 11.00 
A Direct Conversation  
Panelists Talk -Questions Raised and Conversation Moderated by Venkatesh Onkar  

11.00 - 11.30 Tea 
11.30 - 12.45 Video / Audio - Talk of J Krishnamurti 
13.00 Lunch and looking around Vasanta Vihar 
15.00 - 16.00 Concluding Session 
16.00 Tea 
17.00 onwards visits/shopping/being in Vasanta Vihar/a walk in either of two beautiful campuses near Vasanta Vihar  

 

OPTIONAL DAY 4 - 1st November - Trip to Mahabalipuram  

 



the school

          Krishnamurti Foundation India

Alumni from across the 50 years of school addressing parents 

at the All Parents Meeting of 2023-24.



January 5th and 6th Alumni Get-together 



In gratitude 

the school 
          Krishnamurti Foundation India 

 
The year we marked the completion of 50 years of the school also became the year two significant 
teachers who shaped the school based away.  
 
 
Chinna Akka 
Dr Chinna Oommen on the right with Ms. Ahalya Chari, 
the first Headmistress and the first Principal of The 
School KFI. Dr Chinna Oommen created and nurtured 
the Kindergarten and Junior classes of school, and 
after that as the school grew, the middle and senior 
classes - from the beginning in 1974, through the first 
batches of the ICSE and till 1994. It is the care each 
student felt in her presence and the initiation of 
teachers into the demands of responsible teaching not 
just of the languages but all subjects that students and 
teachers recall with deep appreciation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revathi Akka    
 
The same month of July, 2023 saw also the passing away 
of Revathi Srinivas. Revathi Akka worked with Chinna Akka 
in the Kindergarten and continued to nurture this oldest 
section of The School KFI till she retired from work after 
twenty years with the school. Her work was a rare 
combination of deep affection, an understanding of the 
order and varied experiences Kindergarten needs, and 
much, much delight in working with each child. The teachers 
of the school who have worked with her are indebted to her 
careful instruction and the Kindergarten bears her mark in 
much of what is done. Students who recall little incidents of 
care with which gave them confidence and strength and 
remember the love they experienced in their early years at 
school. She was a member of the school’s Executive 
Committee and guided many colleagues of senior classes 
in times of difficulty and conflict. 




