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The Beginning of The School KFI - 1973

The two pieces attached below are extracted from articles by Padma Santhanam and
Ahalya Chari on the beginning of school referring to both Poes Garden and Adyar published
by KFI - Vasanta Vihar in 1998 on the occasion of the school’s 25th year.

How it came to be ‘The School’

After the Krishnamurti Foundations were established in England, America and India, there
was talk of opening schools in these places. Brockwood Park in England was started in
1969 as an international residential school. When Krishnaji later came to Madras, the
members of the Krishnamurti Centre, an associate committee of the KFI, met him and
expressed their wish to start a school. Krishnaji was happy to hear this.

We assured him that we would initiate the school and take the responsibility of running it.
Krishnaji discussed with us as to what sort of school we should have, the extent of land for
the campus, finding teachers who would be interested in the teachings and communicating
it by the way they lived and related to students and others.

Then we asked him what name the school should have. Krishnamurti said, 'Why not simply
call it The School since that is what you are going to do. You are not going to mould the
child. The child should feel at ease. Feeling secure and free, the child would want to do
what he loves to do and pay attention to all the things around.' Finally, he said, 'Each school
must flower on its own, as one flower is unlike another flower. It is really the feeling of doing
things together and out of this comes independence - not independence first and then
working together.' In the end he said, 'l hope the school will be a great success and flourish.'

Krishnaji used to visit the school during his stay in Madras. Once he chanted
Sanskrit slokas with the children and on another occasion, gave a talk to the children, which
ended with a story. The children were delighted when Krishnaji sat through a play they put
up under the banyan tree. His last visit to the school was on the 10th of January 1986, a
few weeks before his passing away in Ojai, California

(Extracts of an article by Smt Padma Santhanam, an associate of J Krishnamurti, initiated
the formation of The School KFI and was closely involved in all ways with the work of the
school ever since its inception till her passing away in 2006.)

“Like the sands of the sea”

| think it was in the early '80s. There was a discussion at The School between the executives
of the Krishnamurti Foundation India with those of the Theosophical Society about locating
The School in Damodar Gardens. Krishnaji was present but preferred to walk in the
gardens. | happened to be there so joined him. He had been talking to me about the school.

There was no compound wall at that time and so we meandered all over the place up to
where our playgrounds are at present. 'Where will you have the classrooms?' he asked.
'We need to draw up a masterplan for the place, sir,' | said. 'Good idea,' he said and added
with some excitement, 'Will you send me the plan to Brockwood?' That was Krishnaji - who
gave of himself abundantly to anything he started.

We then walked towards the gate. He stopped at the ancient trees on the way, touched their
trunks with great feeling, looked at the roots, at the branches and said very quietly, 'Do take
care of these. Get someone who knows about trees to advice. These are old trees."



We stopped at the pond. There was just a little water but overgrowth all around. He recalled
there were lillies at one time. "You must attend to this pond,' he said. 'lt can be a beautiful
place. Grow lots of trees. See what you can do about the bunding..." After a while he added,
'You know, you could have a Quiet Room here for the teachers to retreat to and just be
quiet after their business of teaching and all that.' | too thought it was a marvellous idea.

We walked back to where the banyan is. He looked at it fondly, held the roots and again
said, 'Take good care. He paused on the lawn a long while, stood in the silence and then
said: Let the school grow like the sands of the sea. | looked up, a question in my eye. "You
know', he added, stretching his arms, head thrown back, smiling: Eternal.

| felt it was a blessing.
(Extracts from an article by Ahalya Chari, an associate of J Krishnamurti and eminent

educationist was Principal of The School KFI and followed its work closely till her passing
away in 2013.)
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Bear Sri Krishnaji

that The School - l'mﬂlﬂhh&.
started on the 6th of July, 1973, at Poes CGardens,
The bailding is L and the cl =
bathrooms are fully furnished and ready for work.

b § -mu‘h-uﬂmnuumcn
Krishnamurtl o
and the

We advertised for the teschers and hal & ol

in the s but we finally @t two very snthuslastic
pirle, both of thesm Uradostes with just o Little experience in
teaching One of the girls was trained under

has
of the schoals La the City close their sduissions by april or May
and ve vere ready with sur advertisement only in juane. dur
i ﬁlr" o im which final decision could be made
vas possll on the 9th Juns. We are beginnlng vork on
lﬁdlﬁ.ﬁdﬁ-ﬂ;mmm There will be three
classes, of The y, The Kind and the First
Glass.  The “ursery will follow the Momtessori system with =
Atable sdaptati Hegal 1 begin on the ¥th July.

TR 8oL, K.F.L. Irnn wag innuporated formally at a

< meebing on oth July 1973, when Mr. M. Anenthanarayanan,
rebbred Mpgh dourl Julpe, Maulras explalned briefly the distinc-
Live pelneiples to e kept in vlew in ite working, laying

partlenl g atress on the promotion of all spontaneous activity
anatt Chie eldldeen without the taint of comparison and competi-

Llon. ™e actund work of Lhe school began on the $th July, 1973.

e alte of Lhe school now located in Poes' Gardens has been
talon on lenses It haz on prea of 8 grounds, A bullding with
o plinth area of 1,38 so.06. has been pub up with three class
rooms, & dining hall, an office room, a stafl room, a kitchen &
store room and four tollets. There iz an ample play ground
covering 8,500 8q.feet with a sand pit, a slide, s Junde Jim,
and #-aib-out vith an wmbrella roof. The three class rooms
20" x ' pach are provided with fans. There iz also &
el cldadee, Purniture apecially made to suft the amall pupils
and all the nocessary Montessorl and Kindergarten emilpment

have been soqt ired Cor the schoaol.

There are bhree tenchers, sll graoduates. One 42 a
Monteseorl tralned young lady, another ig alse a lady who has
had experience in handling children as Prinocipal of a schoal
with slnsges upta 8th stendard, The thinrd 15 an elderly
gentlemnn and who 1p one im pur Committes and he is a teacher
with pood experience in handling chlldren, The strength of
the school at present is twelve (9 boys and 3 giela). Wi
hove Kept B seats In reserve for Murther ndmisslons to be mode
Ly Seplember, The dden i to have only 200 pupils on the

whole for the current yesr.

A M)l fime cook, nn mysh and a wnbchmun have slso been
engaged, The 8chool work s from 5.30 feme - 1,30 pam.
Frult jules N oat 9045 and the children have alse n Croit

oach, The lunsh in ot 12 noon sid apecial care ig &

Laig Twe

B=45 AN & L0-15 AM  Juics and blscaits will be given
to the children.
Regular supply of good oranges
and Fruits in season has been

for. Bagh ealld will

be given a glass of fresh orunge
Juice and a fruit of the season
like banana, papaya, apple, pear
oF sapati.

10-15 AM o 10-45 44 Third period
10=45 AN to 1115 a4 Fourth period

1115 AN to 1145 AM  Children Ln lowver classes will have

11-45 Al to 1-00 M Lumch break

(Soup, chapati, dal, two Vegetable

Ms“l‘hliwntﬂlﬂ.l‘m.ﬂ

100 P ta 2-00 PM  Sleeplng time
00 PMte 2-15PM  Waishing faces
=15 PH %o 3-00 PM  Music and dance
J=0U PH to 4=00 PM  Hobbles

400

PH to 430 PM MLk will be given to the children.
A cup of cew's milk and sindwiches

(vegetibles, sgs and cheese)

A8 we ds not have our own dalry, cow's milk for the children

14

will be kept clesn,

Ve have also formed un Advisory Comsittee comsisting of

1 Seh K R Bamamand, Bod., B.L, Lawyer
3 OF K Srinivas MBS (Nadran)y 6H (Reuro) ,

been arranged for from 4 rellable source. 4 good ayah has
en chosen to look after the children. Ihe batamoss are airy

HiP (élangow), WGP (London) = & Dectar

3) Sri VAL Santhunem, ACA, MBA., an suditer
;J :::lamna:-:lmmo-: Maareh (
: ALLA = an u&u-w-}i—«.

valldy

They will be called in when necessary. lhey have alvesdy been
helpful to The Scheal. Their pesitisn is strictly advisary on

technicil mitters.

==

that the diet 15 balanced and nutritious. After lunch

the children are put to bed in individual cots. The afternoon
18 mostly accupied in music and outdoor games and the children
have milk and snecks at % puom.  They leave the achool at

4,30 pana

The Doctor Mrs. Pres Punja who is also one of our Commities
membere ig in daily attendance and the ehildren have been enjoy=
ing good health &11 along, They have begun to feel quite at
home at school. The parenta are kept acqusinted with the
nature and quality of the food takem by thelr children svery

day and with their zenersl behaviour.

We are hopeful of maintaining the present state of well
belng,

- contd -

poes

A new school e being started In Madras, and we hayve falked
ayer topether with Padmajl and Pramaji wha somas from Madress.

First, they will form a Committes who will be totally responsibie
far the runniag of the school,  On that Committes will be the two ladien
rimntirmed abave and twn or three members of the Foasdatlon and twe or
thres outsiders.  The majority should be sither the Foundatlon mambers
or K Centre fto be d at vl The Principal or
the Headmaster of the Seho ol will be chosen by the Committer whe will

L

The wtudents will be chosen by the schoal Committes, who will poal
theie jadgments mpersonally of anch studant, o thet the materid (v
waitshin for this kind of school,  Naturaily, the teachers will have to
he those who are intereated In the teachings and whoe are concerned with
cnrrybag sul ihews tsnchings in the school throngh the way they teach
the subjects o by their talks with the student The whole G
plus the Principal and the teachars must be concerned with the beachings,
Wa fesl 1t |s tmpartant that when the students come to the achaal, they
should not hawe to face when they/back home, & contradiction as school

aleo become n member of the Committee,

is one thing and the tamily snother, so as not to pot the stodent into s
difficilt, opposing position. I think it ks understood that when the atadent
comas to the school, be li completely ot home, completely secure and han

=

Phlw fwallng af {resdam - not to do what he likes but 2 senee, an stmos-
phere in which {reedom, secuority and a feeling that he ta belng totally
looked after, both physically, peychologically and intellectually. Becains,
afterall, this will be his home rather than the home ho comes from be-
cauns ha will spend mors time at the school - either residentis]l or day
wchool.  Thia will be his real home whers the Principal, the tenchers

and the Commitiee are totally concarned with the student. This cancern
e ot & supecficial window dressing, bul rather concerned with his environ-
mant, with hin food; with his clsthes, with the intsllactusl and moral move-
miant of his Ve,

Anather polnt which must be barne bn mind from the very beglnning
Ls that If It s working la co-operation with KFI, the school shoald not
lntroduce - ta which we have all agreed - wricos conteadlctory or apponlng
elements with their gurus, sectarian spirit apd formulae however wise or
old, but be only concerned with the teachings of K,  Thin is wot sald in
amy eplrit of sxclusion or parrowness, bot vather as the teachings in them-

selves point out the
muila, ishareney doas mat fras the misd in te Inveatigatian to Ml trath,
lisnlogy has no place in e teaching, bt dancing, masic wiich in teadi-

g4 & gurn or pbed bt any for-

tional, has ite place,

T wam also discassed that the teachers muonl be very carefully
chomen by the Cammittes, for thay maat be interested in K'n tanchisgs.
They should haye sufficiant maney and physical comfert, wo that the worry
and the tension of phyeical discomfort does not interfere with his daily
activity,

The enyironment (s yery important as the atmosphere, Obvioaaly,
{0 thin ls going to be & residential school, there must be enough space for
the atudents to play, the right kind af food, sxarcises, games and so on.
Alno whers they live, matters & great deal, the rooms, the halls, thelr
dormitories, mast have a sense of beanty, space and & feeling of intimacy

-3-

with matare,  This acheol shonld not be a copy of Rajghat or Rishi
Valley ar Brockwood or any other fabire schoal thal may be found.
Esch schasl, llke the sne in Bangalore or in Madras or in other futnre
places, must flower on its ewn like any fower that In unlike othar
Nowss, 11 really In asssclation with a feeling of dolng things to-
gether and really out of this comen (ndependance, not independence

first and then work together,

I hope the school will be & great soccess and will fAoarieh,

3. 11973

mm.m-:u.
Prospectus and the application forms and the irwitatlon for the
epening tion are enclosed for you to get un idew of things

On the opening day on bth July 1973, we will have the
fallowing progrimee:

5=30 PM A lamp will be Lit.

A short velcoms and thanks address by
Sri M ABsNthaRsTAYansn

A of Sri Erishaaji's spesch
m-ml will be played

The outd = and sducational have been
‘aur

bias. A lady with god knowledge of music la shng the sonss,
one of which in Sanskrit is compesed by Mr R 5 § Lyer, one of cur

ve Commi sbers, and alse some wore songs in Hindi and
in Tamil.

the beginnings

garden, 1973

We losk forvand to your coming in December early enough
to spend some time with the children,  Ihe holiduys will be
beginning only in the third of Decamber,

i

I shall keep you infommed regularly of The Scheol's progress,

The Executive Comeittes joins me im sending our kindest
miirds to you.

Slmeerely

PHENA SIINIVASAN

Krishnamurti Foundation India



moving to damodar gardens
adyar, 1978
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Children creating artwork
on boundary walls
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Casting of plinth beams:
Staff Room

ng to cast roof slab

T

Prepari

An aerial view of the ongoing construction- Assembly Hall and Junior school
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The school moves
to Thalambur

Planning:
2016-2017

, , AR TR Y Nt ¥’ Construction:
- | A «s 1 2017-2018
he buildings - A collaborative

involving all stakeholders
TR 7 -
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Teachers taking active part
in the construction
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p build pathways
using construction waste
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" The buildings seamlessly weave
around the existing 76 trees

o)

IGBC Green Schools
certification with Platinum
rating (2018)
Winner of the All India GRIHA
award for exemplary
environmental performance
SRR (2022)
= _ = Winnerof the HUDCO

2 —

Near net zero energy and water use, sensitive waste management, eco- National award for green
friendly building materials ensure a holistically sustainable campus building design (2023) Completed: 2022

the school

Poster by: Green Evolution

Krishnamurti Foundation India




thazhambur

early years, 2018 onwards
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We tnvite you to a coming together to mark the beginning of
The School KFI in Thazhambur

Sunday, September 23, 201%

4 pm - Campus walk & and Tea
£ pm to 6.30 pm - Ass\«\ﬂbb’

The School KF: reet, Thazhambur,
Off Old Mahabalipuram Road, Chennai 600130

the school

Krishnamurti Foundation India
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Rhythms of Life
A celebration in dance

An invitation



Rhythms of Lide

A Celebration in Dance - Marking the completion of the S0th Yaar of the school :

20th and 215t Septéember, 2023




KFI - Teachers’ Conference

29, 30 and 31 October 2023
at the school-KFIl, Chennai

The Humane Educator
Education, Environment & Empathy

DAY 1 The School

Arrival and breakfast - 08.00 - 09.00

09.00 - 09.15 Assembly - music
09.15 - 09.30 Welcome
Session 1 - Speaker: G Gautama - The Role of a Teacher has got That Much More
09.30-10.45 Difficult - Followed by question and answer.
G Gautama is an educationist and writer. He has been the Principal of The School KFI and the Director of the
Centre. He is presently the Director and Secretary of Pathashaala Centre for Learning and Trustee of KFI
10.45-11.15 break for teal/juice
11.15 - 12.45 Session 2 - Talking Together - in groups taking two strands from Session 1 further
12.45 - 14.30 meeting over lunch and some rest
14.30 - 14.45 a quick cup of tea or juice
14.45 - 16.00 Session 3 - In Quiet - a selection of activities/tasks
16.00 - 16.30 meeting over tea and snacks
16.30 - 18.30 Walks — lake, beach
19.00 onwards Dinner and Departure at 8.00pm

DAY 2 The School

Arrival and breakfast - 08.00 - 09.00

09.00 - 09.30 Assembly - music
Invited Speaker - Vinuta Gopal - Climate Action - Unpacking Personal and Political
09.30 - 10.45 spaces free of Fear, Anxiety and Guilt - Followed by question and answer.
Vinuta Gopal is Co-founder and CEO of ASAR, an independent organisation that seeks to address the big
environmental and social challenges facing India.
10.45-11.15 break for teal/juice
Invited Speaker: Shailesh Shirali - On Having a Healthy Mind
11.30 - 12.45 Followed by question and answer.
Shailesh Shirali is presently the Director and Secretary of Sahyadri School. He has been a teacher of Mathematics
and the Principal of Rishi Valley School and is a Trustee of KFI.
12.45-14.30 meeting over lunch and some rest
14.30 - 14.45 a quick cup of tea or juice
14.45 - 16.00 Talking Together - in groups taking strands from Sessions 1 and 2
16.00 - 16.30 meeting over tea and shacks
17.00 - 19.00 Games and Get Together
19.00 onwards Dinner and Departure at 8.00pm

DAY 3 Vasanta Vihar

A Reflective / Meditative Concert by Bindhumalini
_ Bindhumalini Narayanaswamy is an award-winning singer and composer. Bindhu, trained in both South and North

07.30 -09.00 : . : : ; :
Indian classical forms, constantly strives to explore avenues outside of her strict classical roots to other forms and
traditions in search of the pure soul stirring power that music has.

09.00 - 09.45 Breakfast

09.45 - 11.00 A Direct Conversation

' ' Panelists Talk -Questions Raised and Conversation Moderated by Venkatesh Onkar

11.00 - 11.30 Tea

11.30- 12.45 Video / Audio - Talk of J Krishnamurti

13.00 Lunch and looking around Vasanta Vihar

15.00 - 16.00 Concluding Session

16.00 Tea

17.00 onwards visits/shopping/being in Vasanta Vihar/a walk in either of two beautiful campuses near Vasanta Vihar

OPTIONAL DAY 4 - 15t November - Trip to Mahabalipuram




Alumni from across the &0 yeaEsrof school addressing parents
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In gratitude

The year we marked the completion of 50 years of the school also became the year two significant
teachers who shaped the school based away.

Chinna Akka

Dr Chinna Oommen on the right with Ms. Ahalya Chari,
the first Headmistress and the first Principal of The
School KFI. Dr Chinna Oommen created and nurtured
the Kindergarten and Junior classes of school, and
after that as the school grew, the middle and senior
classes - from the beginning in 1974, through the first
batches of the ICSE and till 1994. It is the care each
student felt in her presence and the initiation of
teachers into the demands of responsible teaching not
just of the languages but all subjects that students and
teachers recall with deep appreciation.

Revathi Akka

The same month of July, 2023 saw also the passing away
of Revathi Srinivas. Revathi Akka worked with Chinna Akka
in the Kindergarten and continued to nurture this oldest
section of The School KFI till she retired from work after
twenty years with the school. Her work was a rare
combination of deep affection, an understanding of the
order and varied experiences Kindergarten needs, and
much, much delight in working with each child. The teachers
of the school who have worked with her are indebted to her
careful instruction and the Kindergarten bears her mark in
much of what is done. Students who recall little incidents of
care with which gave them confidence and strength and
remember the love they experienced in their early years at
school. She was a member of the school's Executive
Committee and guided many colleagues of senior classes
in times of difficulty and conflict.

the school
Krishnamurti Foundation India





